
Delmonico Cafe Advertisements 
!

This is intended to be read in conjunction with the post entitled “A Whisper Off Granville: Delmonico 
Cafe” which is available on the blog called Vancouver As It Was. The ads shown below are clippings 
from Vancouver newspapers (Province, Sun, Daily World, and BC Federationist). 
 

June 18, 1915. BC Federationist. This early ad is customized to appeal to the typical reader of BC Fed. 
‘Union Shop’ never appears in ads in the popular press. This ad also includes the “whisper” slogan and 

(very uncommon) shows the names of both early partners (Reckner and Switzer) !
 

Sun. 17 Dec 1915. This shows an uncommonly-mentioned “private dining room for ladies”.  !!!



!!!
 

Sun. 4 Dec. 1916. This is the only Del’s ad I have seen that includes a figure drawing. !!



!!!!!!

Sun. 13 Jan 1917. This ad discusses renovations to Del’s kitchen. See the next two ads for interesting 
developments related to these changes. !!



 

Province. 7 June 1917. Well, this is a surprise! !!!!!



!
 

Sun. 18 June 1917. Huh?! Switzer was suddenly (within a few months) back at Del’s after having served a 
remarkably brief time as the floor manager of the Orpheum Cafe! !!!!!!!!



!!
 

!
Sun. 1 Aug 1920. This ad is for both the Delmonico Cafe and the Delmonico Taxi (both owned by Cy 

Switzer) in 1920, presumably as a way to make a little more cash by tying his taxi service with his cafe. 
Switzer seems to have sold the business within a year to Earl Morrison. !!



!!!
 

Daily World. 28 Jun 1920. This ad features a new Chinese dining experience  (‘opens next Saturday’) at 
Del’s: ‘Topside’ apparently is Pidgin English for ‘upstairs’.  !!!



!!
 

Sun. 1 Aug 1920. I had to include this one. The copywriter — whoever he (probably) or she may have 
been, seems to have believed in writing like Bertie Wooster spoke: ‘decidedly toothsome’, ‘jolly peckish’, 

‘loudly asseverate’, and best/worst of all… ‘little mary’ (presumably a novel reference to ‘the little 
woman’)?! !

  !!!



!!!
 

Sun. 10 Dec 1921. Ad for the NEW Delmonico Cafe under the new management of Alfonso ‘Frenchy’ 
Moreno (it isn’t clear whether he was also owner of the new cafe), a former waiter at the ‘old’ Del’s. 7


